
THE NATIONAL STRATEGY FOR THE DEVELOPMENT OF 

STATISTICS  

(NSDS) IN BRIEF 

 

A meeting of African Statisticians held in Marrakech, Morocco in 2004 came 

up with an Action Plan for Statistics tagged, Marrakech Action Plan for 

Statistics (MAPS). The major feature of the Action Plan is the need for 

African Countries to “mainstream Strategic Planning in their Statistical 

Systems, especially through the implementation of National Strategy for the 

Development of Statistics (NSDS)”. 

 

Accordingly, the Marrakech Action Plan for Statistics (MAPS) set a target for 

all low-income African Countries to have designed the NSDS by 2006 and to 

have started to implement them by 2007, with a view to producing high 

quality statistics for national and international use by the time of the next 

major review of the Millennium Goals in 2010. 

 

In Nigeria, the NSDS is a 5 year plan spanning over 2008/09 – 2012/13. It is 

to provide mechanisms for a holistic reform of the National Statistical System 

(NSS) and ensure an integrated, unified data production system in the 

country. The Strategy is also being developed as a framework for 

strengthening statistical capacity across the entire National Statistical System 

for result oriented management. It is equally expected to provide an integrated 

frame work within which different sectors will generate, disseminate and use 

statistics that are credible, reliable, meet individual needs as well as provide a 

sound basis for national planning and development. Therefore, the overriding 

essence of the strategy is to ensure coordinated production of quality statistics 

using international best practices.  

 

The National Bureau of Statistics (NBS) is coordinating the development of 

the Strategy for the entire country with the active support of Development 

Partners especially the African Development Bank (AfDB) and the UNDP.  

 

.The specific objectives of the NSDS are to: 

i)  Strengthen the country’s capacity to produce quality statistics based on 

international best practices to support national development initiatives, 

especially the implementation of the National Economic Empowerment and 

Development Strategy (NEEDS), and the Vision 2020 at the Federal level and 

the State  Economic Empowerment and Development Strategy (SEEDS) at 

the State level; 



ii) Improve coordination and promote understanding among and between data 

producers and users; 

iii) Strengthen national capacity to produce, manage and disseminate statistics 

through an integrated National Statistical System (NSS); and 

iv) Ensure long sustainability of the NSS by securing funding for priority data 

production, management and dissemination. 

 

 

The design of the NSDS in Nigeria has been phased with National Bureau of 

Statistics (NBS), State Statistical Agencies (SSAs) and 16 Ministries, 

Departments and Agencies (MDAs) in the first phase. The MDAs in the first 

phase include: Federal Ministries of Agriculture and Water Resources, 

Health, Education, Energy, Finance, Housing and Environment, Women 

Affairs, Interior, Central Bank of Nigeria, Nigerian Custom Service, Nigeria 

Immigration Service, Federal Inland Revenue Service, Debt Management 

Office, National Population Commission and Nigerian Ports Authority. 

 

The National Bureau of Statistics with a team of consultants has held series of 

meetings with stakeholders to discuss the programme and address areas of 

commitments. Already the draft strategy has been produced with inputs from 

key stakeholders. The contents of the draft include: the Sectoral Strategies of 

the various Ministries, Departments and Agencies (MDAs); inputs from the 

generic State Statistical Master Plan produced in 2006; comprehensive 

assessment of the current status of the Nigerian Statistical System (NSS) 

including the challenges faced in the implementation of the current National 

Statistical Master Plan, and a detailed budget proposal for implementing the 

programme. 

 

The proposed budget is disaggregated into the following three components: 

- Budget for the National Bureau of Statistics to enable implementation of the 

National Statistical Master Plan; 

- Budget for implementation of Sectoral Statistics Master Plan for the 

Ministries, Departments and Agencies; and 

- Budget for implementation of the generic State Statistics Master Plan. 

The bulk of the funds will come from Development Partners. 

 

When the NSDS is fully implemented, it will lead to the attainment of the 

vision, mission, and key outputs of the National Statistical System. 

 

 


