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The official launch of CountrySTAT Nigeria was held on 16 September, 2010 at the Rock View 

Hotel, Abuja. The launch was performed by the chief host and Honourable Minister of 

Agriculture and Rural Development, Prof. Sheikh Ahmed Abdullah (oon, Fnim).  

Other dignitaries at the event included the Permanent Secretary , Federal Ministry of 

Agriculture and Rural Development, represented by the Director of Human Resources, Mr. L. M. 

Anwunah; two representatives from FAO, Headquarters, Rome, Mr.Yves Jaques and Ms Andi 

Shiraz; FAO Representative in Nigeria, Mr. Masayoshi Mastsushita; the Statistician General of 

the Federation, represented by the Director, Census and Surveys, Dr. George Adewoye; the CBN 

Governor represented by Dr. M.M Tumala; the National Representative of Fews Net, Mr. T. 

Yahaye; the National Coordinator of National Programme for Agriculture and Food Security 

(NPAFS), Bukar Tijani; Assistant FAO Representative, Dr. Mani Rabe; Directors and top 

management staff of the ministry. The event equally attracted participants from other stake 

holders in the agric sector, including NGOs, members of the press and the academia.  

“CountrySTAT Nigeria is part of an FAO initiative supported by a US$5.6 million grant from the 

Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation to improve the quality, accessibility, relevance and reliability of 

food and agriculture statistics in 17 countries in sub-Saharan Africa (SSA)”, including Nigeria.  

It is a Web-based information system developed by the Food and Agriculture Organization of 

the United Nations (FAO) to deliver improved access to better quality statistics on food and 

agriculture at national and sub-national levels. The project is being implemented in Nigeria by 

the Federal Ministry of Agriculture and Rural Development together with key stakeholder 

institutions, including: 

1. All Farmers Association of Nigeria (AFAN) 

2. National Bureau of Statistics 

3. Federal Ministry of Commerce and Industry 

4. Nigerian Ports Authority 

5. National Planning Commission 

6. Nigerian Meteorological Agency 

7. Federal Ministry of Health 

8. Central Bank of Nigeria 

9. Federal Ministry of Environment 

10. National Food Reserve Agency 

11. Nigerian Customs Services 

12. Federal Ministry of Water Resources 



13. National Population Commission 

14. World Bank/Other Development Partners 

15. Members of Food Security Team 

16. Members of National Strategy for the Development of Statistics 

The Honourable Minister, in a speech during the launch, noted that CountrySTAT Nigeria will 

enhance linkages with necessary sources of data in Nigerian Agriculture as well as boost the 

development of agro-food statistics and information management system through a properly 

organized feeder, retrieval and dissemination mechanism.  

On his part the FAO Representative in Nigeria Mr. Matsushita noted that “CountrySTAT is 

designed as a unique window of information on food and agriculture that is easily accessible on 

the web, with statistical data of good quality that can aid decision-makers in better, evidence-

based policy-making and greater efficiency in development politics”. 

In a nation-wide radio commentary which was broadcast on the day of the launch, it was stated 

that the system has the potentials to make food and agric statistics relevant, purposeful and 

comparable. The system will make food and agric statistics regularly available in the right 

quality, and presented in a manner clearly understood and interpreted by users. To achieve 

these objectives, all available data relating to food and agriculture from various sources will be 

aggregated, harmonized and made available to users through a common portal, on-line. 

The public launch of the system marked the climax of the implementation activities of the 

project in Nigeria. The exercise has equally linked countrySTAT Nigerian to the larger 

countrySTAT network across the globe for access to data in Nigerian agriculture through the 

web. This is indeed a major stride in Nigeria’s agro-food data collation, harmonization, 

standardization and dissemination. 

However, according to the FAO Representative in Nigeria, Mr. Masayoshi Mastsushita, “we 

must place the current system of countrySTAT Nigeria in the context of an ongoing process of 

implementation, maintenance and continuous and sustainable development". Against this 

backdrop, the public launch of countrySTAT has only marked the real beginning of the 

implementation of the project in Nigeria. Therefore necessary steps are to be taken to maintain 

the system for sustainability and ownership. 


